PHOTOGRAPHS AND
NOTEBOOKS

Bruce Chatwin,
Jonathan Cape, rrp $45

Bruce Chatwin, who died five years
ago, has taken on the mantle of a legend. His
books are full of ideas and images, people
and places seen with a keen eye and
explored with a confident style. Photographs
and Notebooks provides glimpses into the
mind of Chatwin. It shows how he suffered
the trauma of travel like any other
journeyer.

He longed for untravelled places: “l am
feeling the pangs of restlessness and am
planning to go to Mauritania — the only
country that nobody seems to have heard
of.” The joy of travelling: “The happiness
that is to be found sleeping under tents is
unbelievable. One night in tents is worth
three in town.”

The frustrations: “Landrover man
demands a price belonging to the realm of
fantasy to drive to Chinguetti. | could buy a
new suit or entertain all my friends for a
week. | pay up. | prefer to move.”

And then longing for comfort: “Nerve
in upper thigh pinching. Hotter than ever
before. Windless. Doums only just rustle.
Flies. Camels far behind. Purple peak getting
nearer. Cannot wait for my hotel room and
champagne when | get to Niamey.”

These notebook entries were never
meant to be published, they are the essence
of experience written down as aides-
memoire. Some entries are like short
poems, others follow a stream of
consciousness. The notes and photographs
are the scaffold for his books, they provided
Chatwin with a skeleton of colours, smells
and people to help him recall his
experiences.

The text has been chosen from the
fifty pocket-sized notebooks left by Chatwin,
now kept by the Bodleian Library in Oxford.
This book covers Mauritania 1969, Dahomey
1971 and Afghanistan 1969, so there must
be plenty more material from his other
travels. The photos have been selected from
around the world and are often illustrations
of ideas and colours rather than glossy travel
shots. He had an eye for shape, texture and
colour that selected a part to describe the
whole. The double page photo of a nomad
tent, Mauritania, shows patches of blue cloth
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catching the wind like sails that suggest wind
and bleaching sun.

A telling line comes from notes he
made for a book he planned to write on
nomads: “The best travellers are illiterate;
they do not bore us with reminiscences.”
Those who have enjoyed Chatwin’s other
books will not be bored by Notebooks and
Photographs, just tantalised by glimpses into
the mind of a traveller and writer.

Sue Webber

WILDERNESS LIGHT

Robert Rankin
Rankin Publishers rrp $39.95

Wilderness Light continues the Rankin
tradition of quality photographic publishing
at a reasonable price — printed superbly in
Australia as well.

On my subjective assessment of
photos (whether | wish | had taken them
myself!), Rankin’s 44 images rate very well,
with several absolute stunners. The few
weaker images are excusable as they
illustrate points from the text.

More than just a
pretty face, this book is
a treatise on landscape
photography. Rankin
clearly explains the prin-
ciples of composition
and lighting at some
length, and steers away
from suffocating discus-
sions of techno-trivia
like silver halides and
aperture priority. His
assessment of what is
important in making
good pictures is very
welcome, since | believe
the emphasis on ever
more bells and whistles
to be the path of fools,
and particularly misguid-
ed in photography. As in
the ancient practice of
alchemy, the transforma-
tion of base metal into
gold happens mainly
within the practitioner.

Rankin’s  solid
discussion of aesthetic
theory will enlighten people such as myself,
who only know what they like in a photo
without knowing why. There are also brief
exposés on the fundamental technical
considerations of film, exposure, filtration
and optics. It is good to see a successful
photographer happy to share some tricks of
the trade rather than maintaining the
mystique. Though having said this, not all is
revealed.

Whole libraries of photographic whirrs
and clicks are available for technical buffs;
Wilderness Light offers instead a thoughtful
grounding in the fundamentals.

lan Brown

ECOTOURISIM &
NATURE BASED
HOLIDAYS

Janet Richardson,
Simon & Schuster/Choice Books
rrp $16.95
One might be forgiven for thinking

that ecology and tourism have little in
common. Ecology is that intricate web of



