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Chalk and talk
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difficulty. Photographer and wilderness writer Rob Rankin re
Barney with Tim Low to climb the east face of Isolated Pea
the 1930s by Cliff Wilson and other contemporaries of Bert Salmon Sin
In the same year, Barry Ingham and Peter Patterson made the firgt acnun
posing couloir between North and Leaning Peaks on Moy %
protection for the entire route, they followed the crack until the
North-Leaning Peak saddle when the atrocious rock forced the
wall to finish. Barry described the experience as ‘incredibly ex
ing on to nothing but a grass tree when a wedge-tailed ecagle
reached out and touched it,” he recalled. The duo also made the
of Indian Head on Fraser Island and another climb on Mount Grevi
attempted the Barney couloir route in July 1972 with my brother Chris but we “ce. 1 g
after several run-out, unprotected pitches. I left behind a large Odin ‘cr ' k Wf 'ba;
the only placement I could find on the three pitches we climbed. 16 TR TEe
The Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service was beéomin increasi
cerned about erosion at the base of the tourist route on Mount Beerwahg lead?asm
ly to construction of a staircase and handrail — and even a ban on clin;bin Iiltg
years. After almost 10 years of heavy use, significant erosion was evident ong th ﬁ
along the base of the cliff at Frog Buttress. During that time, there had been se -
by a handful of climbers to build a rough stairway down the scree slope and to
makeshift track along the base — but it too was showing signs of overuse. Froe Rufrec
was in the news for another reason — there were concerns that a new, pa;red I'Ead

area finished some distance from the cliff, making access for disabled people di o
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Secretly, some climbers probably agreed!'"” Trevor G
s ! ynther produced a stapled guide to
the Whitenbah Wafers and Rob Rankin put together the first detailed list of c;gi;nnbs at
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Rangaroo Point."” During this period, a certain amount of rivalry had developed between
Rick White and Rob Staszewski, and this carried through to a Supreme Court murder trial
in Bn§ban.e requiring expert climbing testimony — Rob appearing for the prose
and Rick for the defence! The case involved a death at a lookout near Cunningham’s Ga
Another new local character on the cliffs was the powerfully built Fred From, whe
prefex:red climbing barefoot and who spurned the use of chalk. Raised on a farm at Coom-
inya, just west of Brisbane, the likeable Fred was studying physics and soon acquittes
hlmsclf on the Frog Buttress classics, leading Conquistador in fine style. By this time
the Brisbane Rockclimbing Club had fizzled out and a new University of Queenslant
Climbing Club filled the vacuum with Fred one of its leading lights. He had soon a ided
new route on the steep columns on the east face of Crookneck, calling it Pillar of Joy. The
climb became the subject of a documentary, 7o walk the vertical, made by Robertin 19
From also put up new routes at Girraween and Knapps Peak."” Rob Staszewski, Kevik
Pearl and b_arelbot boy Fred From were still active at F rog Buttress and Girra
Fred pursuing his penchant for soloing.” In 1977, Fred and Kevin Pearl repeated 8¢
While 5 A{umal Act, a traverse of the east face of Mount Maroon.*! Tragically, f.
his death from Everest’s West Ridge six years later in 1984 when he slipped, rippii§
his crampons. At the time, he was searching for another Australian climber, 23=y¢&
medical student Craig Nottle, who had fallen in the same way, at the same places £
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w#s a generous and good-natured climber who had just completed his PhD in _
tragically died on his 28th birthday — 9 October. Lo

_ Queensland-based Coral Bowman was staking her elaim as e
climber in 1978, regularly tackling the hardest routes graded then at 24 — and puttiig
NEW route at Maggies Farm, Little Queen, graded 22.% Rick teamed up with Ureg =
the 10th anniversary of the discovery of Frog Buttress to climb Decade, along WIEE 2
free ascent of | mpulse, grading it 24.* Boundaries are there to be pushed
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